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May 2014 

The BDIL unit has arranged a number of Funding Information Sessions since 
February this year. 

The purpose is to ensure that critical areas of the funding submission and proposal 
development process are dealt with through dedicated sessions for researchers.  
These sessions take place on a monthly basis and are presented by either internal 
staff members or external partners. 

The last and most recent session was presented by Dr Aldo Stroebel from the 
National Research Foundation (NRF) on the 21 May.  He addressed staff on NRF 
opportunities and touched on the following areas: 

• Funding opportunities for capacity development, 
• Strategic aspects of African (and overseas) engagements, 
• Instruments for international collaboration and support and 
• Components of networking and partnership development for open reflection 

and input. 
•  
For a link to his presentation, click here  

------------------- 

We are constantly looking for innovative ideas to keep you informed about the 
funding landscape, funders, current and upcoming funding opportunities. 

In this month’s edition of the Funding E-Bulletin, an overview of the NRF, funding 
opportunities, grant management, and the rating of researchers is presented. 
 
The next Funding Information Session will take place on the 24 June from 10h00- 
12h00 via the VCC in all the HSRC offices.  Steve Smith from RefWorks-COS will 
host a webinar in order demonstrate COS Pivot which includes COS Funding 
Opportunities as well as the comprehensive profiles in COS Scholar Universe.   
 
We encourage all researchers who are keen to learn how to identify available 
financial support as well as identify research partners to attend the session. Please 
install the required software on your computer prior to the meeting.   You can do 
so by clicking on this test link and click on “check now”: 
https://proquestmeetings.webex.com/proquestmeetings/systemdiagnosis.php 
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OVERVIEW OF NRF RESEARCH GRANTS 

 
The National Research Foundation (NRF) was 
established as an independent government agency, 
through the National Research Foundation Act (Act 
No 23 of 1998). The mandate of the NRF is to 
promote and support research through funding, 
human resource development and the provision of 
the necessary research facilities in order to facilitate 

the creation of knowledge, innovation and development in all fields of science and technology, including 
indigenous knowledge, and thereby contribute to the improvement of the quality of life of all South Africans. 
 
The following is an overview of the criteria for research grants in the various programmes offered by the NRF 
(excluding Student support).  The proposed work must constitute research as defined by the NRF and be aligned 
with the strategy of the relevant programme.  Refer to the relevant programme framework and guidelines under 
www.nrf.ac.za for more information. 
 
Blue Skies Research Programme: This is a highly competitive funding instrument that aims to bring about new and 
unpredictable scientific/technological/scholarly discoveries. It provides the space for novel fundamental inquiry 
that can be described as multi-dimensional, self-initiated and curiosity-driven, necessitating high investment risks, 
addressing new phenomena, and pushing forward the frontiers of knowledge. 
 
Centres of Excellence (CoE): The applicant must be an established researcher and hold a Doctoral degree, and must 
have a strong network of collaborators and fellow researchers working in similar and different, but related research 
fields. The network must span departments, schools and institutions and have an excellent and extended track 
record of research outputs. 
 
Competitive Programme for Rated Researchers (CPRR): The CPRR is a discipline-based funding instrument that 
supports mainly basic research as the foundation of knowledge production in the Humanities, Social and Natural 
Sciences. 
 
Competitive Support for Unrated Researchers (CSUR): The aim of this funding instrument is to provide research 
support to researchers, working in any research field, who do not, for a variety of reasons, hold a current NRF 
rating and who are not participating in any of the NRF capacity development funding instruments. 
 
Education Research in South Africa: The Call for funding for Education Research in South Africa seeks research 
proposals that address: the overarching theme of ‘Teaching and learning interactions that shape the qualitative 
outcomes of education’ at all levels of the education and training system; National priorities in South Africa (a 
strong indication must be provided); Systemic implications (either through large-scale empirical research or meta-
analyses of past/existing small-scale research projects). 
 
Equipment-related Travel and Training Grants: Funds are available for both national and international travel in 
order to support researchers who require access to equipment that is not available either regionally and/or 
nationally. The mobility grants are divided into two portfolios of opportunities, namely Equipment-related Travel 
Grants and Equipment-related Training Grants. 
 
Global Change, Society and Sustainability Research Programme (GCSSRP): GCSSRP is a long-term large-scale 
structured and coordinated research funding instrument implemented to address the identified fundamental 
research questions and provide research-based evidence required for socioeconomic development, sustainability 
and social cohesion. 
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Incentive Funding for Rated Researchers (IFRR): The IFRR funding instrument was created with the aim of 
incentivising excellent research. 
 
Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS): Applicants must respond to one of the following funding instruments: IKS 
and Bio-economy (African Traditional Medicine; Food Security; or Cosmetics); IKS Epistemology (Ubuntu and 
Cosmology; or Taxonomies, Pedagogies, Methodologies); IKS and Climate Change; IKS and Energy; IKS Practices of 
the Khoi, Nama, Griqua and San communities; Novel and creative thinking that will shift the boundaries of IKS 
knowledge production and address national priorities in South Africa. 
 
International Research Grants: These grants are aimed at collaborative research in a country that is a signatory to a 
binational or bilateral agreement between the NRF and a funding agency in that country (e.g. the NRF-CNRS 
Agreement with France). 
 
Knowledge Fields Development (KFD): The NRF’s Knowledge Fields Development Directorate identifies and 
coordinates a number of knowledge fields development activities for implementation each year supported through 
short-term once-off grants. 
 
Knowledge Interchange and Collaboration (KIC): The KIC funding instrument offers researchers funding for local or 
international travel; support grants to host an event such as a conference or symposium; and mobility grants to 
support local or international travel for research or training on specific equipment that is not available in the 
applicant’s institution or in South Africa, and is not supported by the NRF’s Equipment-related Travel and Training 
Grants funding instrument. 
 
Thuthuka Funding Instrument: Thuthuka aims to develop human capital and to improve the research capacities of 
designated researchers (black [African, Indian or Coloured], female or persons with disabilities) with the ultimate 
aim of redressing historical imbalances. 
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HIGHLIGHTED OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 

L’ORÉAL – UNESCO Awards For Women in Physical 
Sciences (2015) 

15/06/2014 

 
Summary: 

The L’Oréal Foundation and UNESCO are pleased to inform you that, within the framework of the For 
Women in Science partnership between the L’Oréal Foundation and UNESCO, have launched the 2015 call 
for nominations for outstanding women scientists from all over the world. Five €100,000 Prizes will be 
awarded in March 2015 in Paris to five women scientists for the contributions of their research, the 
strength of their commitments and their impact on society. 

For more information, click here 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 
Thuthuka Programme - Call for Research Proposals for 
funding in 2015  

23/06/2014 

 
Summary: 

The Thuthuka Programme falls within the Human and Infrastructure Capacity Development (HICD) 
Directorate of the NRF.  The goal of the HICD Directorate is to develop institutional research capabilities 
and infrastructure in parallel with human capital to drive the research and development strategies within 
the National System of Innovation.  
 
For validation by the employing institutions research administration or responsible Designated Authority 
(DA).  Potential applicants should be alerted to the institution’s internal closing date, which should be at 
least two weeks prior to the NRF closing date. 
 
For more information, click here 

http://www.fwis.fr/en/user_session/new
http://www.nrf.ac.za/funding_overview.php?fid=248
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HIGHLIGHTED OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 
Blue Skies Concept Note 04/07/2014 

 
Summary: 

The Blue Skies Research Funding Instrument can be described as multi-dimensional self-initiated, 
curiosity-driven inquiry that necessitates high investment risks, addresses new phenomena, as well as 
push the frontiers of knowledge. Blue Skies-type of research is associated with fundamental and basic 
research programmes. 
Applications must be submitted electronically on the NRF Online Submission System at 
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za 
Applicant’s must ensure that their Curriculum Vitae are updated on the NRF Online Submission system at 
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za 
PLEASE NOTE: Designated Authorities have until 9 July 2014 to validate applications.   Institutions must set 
their own internal closing dates for DAs to validate applications by this date. 
For more information, click here 
 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 
Call for Nominations of Young Scientists as Members of 
the South African Young Academy of Science 

30/06/2014 

 
Summary: 

The South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS), founded in September 2011, is calling for 
applications for new members. A request for nominations of outstanding young scientists who may be 
elected as members of SAYAS is open. In the founding year (2011), 20 young scientists were elected. This 
year, and in following years, 10 members will be elected per year until a total of 50 members is reached. 
After five years of service, members will become alumni and will be replaced by newly elected members. 

Please contact Ms Thandi Badugela (thandi@assaf.org.za) or +27123496614 if you have any queries. 

For more information, click here 

https://mail.nrf.ac.za/owa/redir.aspx?C=N6VaomBNyEmWUm26kJ4JzZCkT6BdndBI0S9MfNzLNxBcfS2VCGGlh7wvJbkr-l_xVWv5VlOV0Q0.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fnrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za
https://mail.nrf.ac.za/owa/redir.aspx?C=N6VaomBNyEmWUm26kJ4JzZCkT6BdndBI0S9MfNzLNxBcfS2VCGGlh7wvJbkr-l_xVWv5VlOV0Q0.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fnrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za
http://www.nrf.ac.za/division/gmsa-kfd/funding/blue-skies-concept-notes-2015
mailto:thandi@assaf.org.za
http://www.sayas.org.za/
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FUNDING ALERTS 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Economic Performance and Development 
Title Date Due  Funder 
SOUTH AFRICA / TUNISIA JOINT SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH PROGRAMME:  CALL FOR 
PROJECT PROPOSALS (2014) 
 

31/07/2014 

 
Summary: 

The Government of Tunisia and the Republic of South Africa signed an Agreement for cooperation in 
science and technology on 16 September 2010. The two countries have decided to jointly support 
researchers from public universities and public research institution on an equal and mutually beneficial 
basis in an effort to enhance scientific and technological cooperation between the two countries.  
 
For more information, click here 
 

Economic Performance and Development 
Title Date Due  Funder 
Green Talents - International Forum for High 
Potentials in Sustainable Development 
 

16/05/2014 

 
Summary: 

The Green Talents 2014 will be selected by a high-ranking jury of German experts and are granted unique 
access to the elite of the country’s sustainability research field. 
 
For more information, click here 
 

http://www.nrf.ac.za/
http://www.greentalents.de/
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FUNDING ALERTS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human and Social Development 
Title Date due Funder 
Women & Sex/Gender Differences in 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse/Dependence 
(R01) 

05 October2014 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to advance research on male-females 
differences in drug and alcohol abuse and addiction and on factors specific to women. 
For more information, click here 

Human and Social Development 
Title Date due Funder 
Women & Sex/Gender Differences in 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse/Dependence 
(R21) 

05 October2014 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to advance research on male-females 
differences in drug and alcohol abuse and addiction and on factors specific to women. 
For more information, click here 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-14-038.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-14-038.html
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FUNDING ALERTS 
 

 

 

 

HIV/AIDS, STI’s & TB 
Title Date due Funder 
Dissemination and Implementation Research in 
Health (R21) 

16/10/2014 

 
Summary: 

The purpose of this dissemination and implementation research funding opportunity announcement (FOA) 
is to support innovative approaches to identifying, understanding, and overcoming barriers to the adoption, 
adaptation, integration, scale-up and sustainability of evidence-based interventions, tools, policies, and 
guidelines. 

For More Information click here 

HIV/AIDS, STI’s & TB 
Title Date due Funder 
Request for Expressions of Interest  Replication 
Window 3: HIV Prevention 

31/05/2014 – 
31/05/2015 

 
Summary: 
 
The International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie), with funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation (BMGF), is issuing a request for expressions of interest (REOI) for researchers interested in 
conducting replication studies under 3ie’s Replication Window 3: HIV Prevention (RW3).  

For More Information click here 

HIV/AIDS, STI’s & TB 
Title Date due Funder 

China-Africa Joint Research and Exchange Programme 
(CAJREP) for 2015 

15/06/2014 

 

Summary: 

The Six Ministerial Conference for FOCAC will be held in 2015 in South Africa and according to the 
consensus reached by both Presidents of China and South Africa; there will be a China Year in South Africa 
in 2015, as the South Africa Year was launched just 10 days ago in China. 

For More Information click here 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-13-054.html
http://www.3ieimpact.org/media/filer/2014/05/06/reoi_for_rw3_hiv_prevention_update_060114.pdf
http://www.focac.org/eng/xsjl/zflhyjjljh/
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FUNDING ALERTS 
 

 

 

Population Health, Health Systems and Innovation 
Title Date due Funder 
China-Africa Joint Research and Exchange 
Programme (CAJREP) for 2015 

15/06/2014 

 

Summary: 

The Six Ministerial Conference for FOCAC will be held in 2015 in South Africa and according to the 
consensus reached by both Presidents of China and South Africa; there will be a China Year in South 
Africa in 2015, as the South Africa Year was launched just 10 days ago in China. Giving that background, 
our call for CAJREP project proposals for the year 2015 seems to come at the right time. 

For More Information click here 
 

Population Health, Health Systems and Innovation 
Title Date due Funder 
Request for Expressions of Interest  
Replication Window 3: HIV Prevention 

31/05/2014 – 31/05/2015 

 
Summary: 
 
The International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie), with funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation (BMGF), is issuing a request for expressions of interest (REOI) for researchers interested in 
conducting replication studies under 3ie’s Replication Window 3: HIV Prevention (RW3).  

For More Information click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.focac.org/eng/xsjl/zflhyjjljh/
http://www.3ieimpact.org/media/filer/2014/05/06/reoi_for_rw3_hiv_prevention_update_060114.pdf
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FUNDING ALERTS 
 

 

 

Research Use and Impact Assessment 
Title Date due Funder 
Request for Proposal May 2014 17/06/2014 

 
 

Summary: 

Terms of Reference for the Appointment of Service Providers to conduct Institutional Review of 
Municipal Infrastructure Support Agency (MISA). 

For more information, click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cogta.gov.za/cgta/index.php/component/content/article?id=537:municipal-infrastructure-support-agent-misa.html
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SUBMISSIONS MADE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit Submission Date 

PHHSI • ABT&Associates: Letter of Intent 30 April 2014 

HSD • Mpumalanga Department of Social Development 8 May 2014 

HSD • UNFPA 9 May 2014 

RIA • Mpumalanga Department of Social Development 15 May 2014 

EPD • COEGA 16 May 2014 

ESD • Department of Basic Education 15 May 2014 

DGSD • Open Society Foundation 30 May 2014 

DGSD • Department of Public Service and Administration 30 May 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2014 
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HELPFUL TIPS 

What is Project Justification in Grant Proposals? 
 

The project justification is one of the most crucial parts of a proposal. You can use it to convince the potential donor 
that your project is of ultimate importance for your community and elucidate the ways in which, by developing this 
project, you will consistently achieve your set goals (social, economic improvement or the resolution to a specific 
problem). 
 
Research the issue your project addresses in depth. Identify the causes 
of the problem and, if possible, list the ways in which other projects 
have already successfully addressed similar issues. Once you have this 
material, write in simple words what your project is about and what 
your main goal is (remember to set achievable and realistic goals for 
your project!). 

 
List the three main factors that are causing the problem you address. 
Let’s say your project is about training a group of 10 unemployed 
young people to edit documentaries: explain that local schools and university curricula do not provide such training, 
that the closest training centre is two hours away, and that there are no professional video-editors in your community. 
Explain why you think this project is ultimately important and for whom. Remember to clarify how through the 
development of this project your target group could consistently improve their skills, life expectations, or quality of 
life. For instance, find information about the employability of video-editors in your area. Look up, in job centres or 
adverts, existing trends in the market and make a strong case for these trained young people to increase their 
possibilities of finding the job they really want     
 
It is important to link your project with the reality of your community. Write 
down how you came up with the idea by recounting facts or experiences you 
had that drew your attention to this problem. If possible, add other voices. For 
instance, and referring to the example above, if you once met a young woman 
who wanted to become a film-maker, but had no way of learning the basics of 
video-editing, briefly recall her story. In this way, the donor will get a sense of 
the importance of your project in the community and the extent to which its 
development will benefit real individuals. 
        
  
Once you have all these parts, take your time to create a consistent and 
organic narrative. Start with a simple sentence summarising the main goal of the project. Add a paragraph about the 
reasons at the root of this problem. Briefly explain how is your project intervening to solve said problem. Draw on the 
success of similar initiatives to strengthen your own proposal and explain how this project will concretely benefit 
improve the life of members of your community by inserting life stories in your narrative. Remember that a successful 
proposal is written in a clear, simple, and engaging way. Accordingly, avoid repetition, rhetorical questions, and 
complex phrasing. Write simple sentences that make concrete points. This will convince the donor that your project is 
feasible and that it answers to specific needs of your community. Also, to set concrete goals will enable the donors to 
monitor the implementation process and evaluate the final results. 
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SHOWCASING 

 

 

 

THE FOUNDATION 

Freedom is always under siege. Around the world, authoritarian regimes deprive millions of people of basic 
economic and social rights. Even elected governments can burden their citizens with labyrinthine 
bureaucracies and complex, unnecessary laws. And while some regimes are obviously worse than others, 
they all have apologists who obscure these conditions by twisting the relationship between freedom and 
human fulfilment. 

The Thiel Foundation defends and promotes freedom in all its dimensions: political, personal, and 
economic. How do we do this? 

• By supporting innovative scientific research and new technologies that empower people to improve 
their lives. 

• By championing organizations and individuals who expose human rights abuses and authoritarianism in 
all its guises. 

• By encouraging the exploration of new ideas and new spaces where people can be less reliant on 
government and where freedom can flourish. 

THE GRANTS 

 
Promoting the ideal of freedom around the world is among the most important goals of the Thiel 
Foundation. We support organizations that defend freedom of speech and access to information, 
champion those who oppose authoritarian governments and expose human rights abuses, encourage the 
exploration of new ideas and new spaces, stimulate a robust public appreciation for freedom, and expand 
the sphere of liberty. 

 
The Foundation supports the exploration of new frontiers in science and technology, including artificial 
intelligence, longevity science, cyberspace development, outer space exploration, and seasteading. To that 
end, we fund forward-thinking research that endeavours to improve the human condition and to ensure 
that technological breakthroughs will benefit humanity. 

 
Violence is the most basic threat to freedom, whether it is manifested through war, torture, slavery, 
conscription, oppression, or persecution for religious, political, or social beliefs. We support models and 
heroes of non-violence, as well as organizations that work to understand the origins and enablers of 
violence and how violence can be reduced. 
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DID YOU KNOW 

 
ROCK TALK – Helping connect you with the NIH perspective 

We’re set for a major change in how you portray your body of work when applying for NIH funds.  With 
strong support from NIH leadership, we will be rolling out a new biosketch format. The new NIH biosketch 
emphasizes your accomplishments instead of just a list of publications, which, as previously discussed, we 
questioned as the best way to showcase your scientific contributions. 

The primary focus of the new NIH biosketch will be the magnitude and significance of the scientific 
advances associated with a researcher’s discoveries and the specific role the researcher played in those 
findings. This change will help reviewers evaluate you not by where you’ve published or how many times, 
but instead by what you’ve accomplished. Hopefully, this change will redirect the focus of reviewers and 
the scientific community more generally from widely questioned metrics, like the number of published 
papers, the number of citations received by those papers, or one of several statistical approaches used to 
normalize citations. 

We strongly believe that allowing a researcher to generate an account of his or her own work will provide a 
clearer picture of each individual’s contributions and capabilities. But one might question whether this new 
biosketch will have a negative impact on younger investigators whose body of work may not be as robust as 
more established investigators. I believe the contrary is true; this new format will give early career 
investigators a platform for describing and framing the significance of their contributions, which should 
help reviewers better understand their accomplishments without having to rely simply on a list of 
publications. 

The implementation of the new biosketch has a few steps: this month, NIH will launch a second round of 
pilot tests of the modified format. The first round was conducted last year and appeared in two requests 
for applications (RFA-CA-13-501 and RFA-CA-13-502).   The next round of tests will involve more 
applications and will include surveys of both reviewers and applicants to help us fine tune the application 
instructions and guidance to reviewers. 

The new format, completely described on the SF424 (R&R) Applications and Electronic Submission Page, 
will allow up to five pages for the entire biosketch, and researchers will be permitted to describe up to five 
of their most significant contributions to science, the influence of their contributions on their scientific 
field, and any subsequent effects of those contributions on health or technology. The new format also will 
allow researchers to describe their specific role in those discoveries and to annotate their description with 
up to four publications. Additionally, researchers will be allowed to include a link to their complete list of 
publications in SciENcv or My Bibliography. Later this year we will be able to update SciENcv to help 
researchers collect the information needed to generate biosketches using the new format, fully positioning 
NIH to roll out the modified biosketch for all grant applications received for FY 2016 funding and beyond 
(which generally refers to applications submitted in early 2015). I suggest — if you haven’t already — giving 
SciENcv a try. Setting up your profile and testing it out now can be helpful as you are thinking about pulling 
together your biosketch information. 

This is an important change for both the biomedical research community and NIH. Your scientific 
contributions are the foundations of your careers and the fuel for the biomedical research enterprise. I 
have great confidence that the new biosketch will be the best vehicle for conveying your contributions to 
NIH and peer reviewers. 
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